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The Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, in answer 
to hundreds of complaints, 
said yesterday the national tel- 
evision* networks presented a 
balanced report of the tumul- 
tuous Democratic National 
Convention in Chicago last Au- 
gust. 

But while giving the net- 
works good grades on legal 
fairness, it declined any as- 
sessment on the over-all 
“truth” of the coverage. And it 
continued to investigate alle- 
gations that camera crews had 
deliberately staged four sup- 
posed news events. 

The Commission asked for 
detailed reports from the net- 
works on these allegations 
within 30 days. 

The commission issued its 
findings in a 14-page letter to 
ABC, CBS and NBC after 
studying comments submitted 
to them at its requests. 

It carefully focussed its at- 
tention on two narrowly de- 
fined issues- 

One was whether the net- 
works had complied with the 
fairness doctrine imposed by 
law, which requires that a 
broadcaster covering an issue 
of public importance provide a 
reasonable opportunity for the 
airing of contrasting views. 

On this score, the FCC said, 
“there is no substantial basis 
for concluding that the net- 
work failed to afford” such 
opportunity on the issues at 
the convention, such as «the 
Vietnam war and the civil dis- 
orders in Chicago during the 
convention. 

It cited coverage of podium 
debate on the war and inter- 
views with spokesmen for 
both sides, coverage of the 
civil disorders and opportu- 
nity for Mayor Richard J. 
Daley ito present his views. 


“However appropriate such 
inquiries might be for critics 
or students of the mass 
media,” the FCC said, “they 
are not appropriate for this 
government licensing 
agency . . . such a determina- 
tion by a Government agency 
is inconsistent with our con- 
cept of a free press.” 

Still in question, the FCC 
said, is the second issue — alle- 
gations that news events were 
staged for the cameras. Four 
specific incidents were men- 
tioned: 

1. “A report that a U.S- Sen- 
ator saw a newsreel crew ar- 
range to have a girl walk up 
to National Guard troops in 
Grant Park and shout on cue, 
‘Don’t hit me’.” 

2. The report by a U.S. At- 
torney that a person filmed 
while holding a bandage to his 
head later walked away, ap- 
parently unhurt. 

3. A report by the same 
attorney that the burning of a 
“Welcome to Chicago” sign 
was apparently performed by 
a newsman for a camera crew. 

4. A report by another U.S. 
attorney of another appar- 
ently feigned injury being 
filmed as if it were real. 

^ “We stress,” the FCC said, 
“that we are not now finding 
that there were such ‘staged’ 
incidents; or that if such inci- 
dents did occur, network 
news personnel were responsi- 
ble; or, finally, that any alleg- 
edly staged incidents were 
aired.” 


Thp Commission empha- 
sized that it is not trying to 
determine whether the cover- 
age was “fair in the sense of 
presenting the ‘truth’ of an 
event . . 


